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UNCLAS ASUNCION 3245 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BTRA, PA 

SUB J : ESTABLISHMENT OF U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN PARAGUAY; 
TRAVEL OF KEITH L. MICELI 

REF: STATE 191072 

1 . POSSIBILITIES OF U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN 
PARAGUAY WERE DISCUSSED AT BIMONTHLY MEETING OF 
AOMASSADOR WITH U.S. BUSINESSMEN. ALTHOUGH MOST 
EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AS COOL TO THE IDEA AND SHOWED 
LITTLE INTEREST IN TALKING TO MICELI, THEY WOULD 
WELCOME A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THIS WITH HARRY MARPLES 
(WHOM SEVERAL OF THEM KNOW PERSONALLY). 

2. THERE ARE ONLY THREE OR FOUR U.S. BUSINESSMEN 

AND THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN FIRMS OPERATING IN PARAGUAY 
IS ABOUT ONE DOZEN. THEY EXPRESSED OPINION THAT SUCCESS OF A 
CHAMBER WOULD DEPEND PRIMARILY UPON ENTHUSIASM OF 
PARAGUAYAN FIRMS THAT REPRESENT U.S. COMPANIES. 

EMBASSY AGREES. 
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